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SUBJ: POSSIBLE VISIT TO US OF RUDOLP GNAEGI, SWISS 
DEFENSE MINISTER 

1. PEDERAL COUNCILOR (DEPENSE MINISTER) RUDOLPH 
GNAEGI TOLD ME LAST NIGHT THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO 
MAKE AN OPFICIAL VISIT TO THE US LATE THIS YEAR. 

HE SAID THAT HE CANNOT MAKE ANY PIRM PLANS UNTIL 
IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT OPPSET IS REALLY GOING WELL. 

WITHOUT THE AWARD OP SOME LARGE CONTRACT TO A 
SWISS PIRM BEPORE, DURING OR JUST AFTER HIS TRIP, 

GNAEGI WOULD BE EXPOSED TO THE ACCUSATION BY 
OPPONENTS THAT EVEN HIS PERSONAL REPORTS FAILED 

TO ACHIEVE RESULTS HE HAD PROMISED WHEN THE AGREE- 
MENT WAS SIGNED. EXPANDING ON THIS THEME, GNAEGI 
SAID HE HAD BEEN HEAVILY CRITIICIZED POR TWO 
EARLIER DECISIONS, ON THE MIRAGE SKYHAWK COMPETION 
RESULT AND ON PROLONGONG SUPPORT POR DEVELOPMENT 
OP A SWISS ANTI-TANK WEAPON (NORA) BEYOND THE 
POINT AT WHICH IT BECAME CLEAR THE SYSTEM WAS A 
PAILURE. 

2. EMBASSY COMMENT: PORMER SECRETARY RUMSFELD, 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERN 02023 0707 1 7Z 

IN A CONVERSATION WITH SWISS AMB PROBST, 

(SECDEF SPECAT 3988, AUG 4, 1976) SAID HE WOULD 
WELCOME GNAEGI VISIT IP GNAEGI BELIEVED 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS USEPUL. GNAEGI MAY HAVE HAD 
THAT IN MIND IN RAISING THE QUESTION WITH ME. 

MUCH MORE IMPORTANT TO HIM WAS THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO TELL US, ONCE AGAIN, HOW VULNERABLE HE PEELS 
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